
Treaty of Versailles 

Section I 

I. Principal Clauses 

 

 A. Treaties of Saint-Germain-en-Laye, Trianon Severs, and Versailles (The Big  

  Four) 

 B. Article 231 

 C. Bans on Germany 

 D. Allied Powers  

 

A.  Reaction of Germany 

  1.  Dictated Peace 

  2.  Adolf Hitler’s Nazi Party 

 

B. Impact of the Treaty on German People 

  1.  Reparations and Inflation 

  2.  Weimar Government 

 

II. Totalitarianism in Europe 

 1. Totalitarian ideas 

 

 A. Mussolini’s Rise to Power 

  1. March of Rome 

  2. Fascist Grand Council 

  3. Acerbo Law 

  4. Giacomo Matteotti 

 B. What is Fascism? 

  1. Definition 

  2. Belief System 

 

 



III. Rise of Dictators: Eurasia 

 A. Stalin & the USSR 

  1. Czar  

  2. Succession 

 

 B.  Key Characteristics of Stalinism 

  1. Socialism in one Country 

  2. Five-Year Plan 

  3. Gulag 

  4. Cult of Personality 

 

IV. Hitler and Nazi Germany 

 A. Events Leading to the Rise of Hitler 

  1. National Socialist German Workers Party (NSDPA) or Nazi Party 

   a. Ideological beliefs 

   b. Aryans 

 

 B. The Great Depression and National Socialism in Germany 

  1. Global Economy 

  2. Weimar Government 

  3. Adolf Hitler/Chancellor of Germany 

 

 C. Key Characteristics of National Socialism 

  1. Nazism 

  2. Lebensraum 

 

 D. Key Events Prior to 1938-39 

  1. Reichstag – fire 

  2.  Enabling Act 

  3. German Military 

  4. Hitler and Mussolini 



  

 E. Militarism in Japan 

  1. Meiji Restoration in 1868 

  2. Japan and Militarism 

 

 F. Japan in the 1930s 

  1.  Manchuria 

  2. Chiang Kai-Shek 

  3. Mukden Incident 

  4. Manchukuo 

  5. Anti-Communist Treaty/Comintern Pact 

 

 G. Crises of 1938-39 

  1.  Define 

 

 H. Anschluss with Austria 

  1. Chancellor Schuschnigg 

  2. Germany invasion of Austria 

 

 I. The Munich Crisis 

  1.    German invasion of Czechoslovakia 

  2. Neville Chamberlain/Edouard Daladier 

  3. Munich Conference 

 J. Hitler and Poland 

  1. Polish Corridor 

  2. Germany and USSR agreement regarding Poland 

  3. Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact 

 

 

 

 



Section II 

I. War in Europe 

 A. Invasion of Poland 

  1. Blitzkrieg – Lightning War 

  2. German Offense 

  3. Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact 

  4. German Enigma codes 

 

 B. American Neutrality in 1939 

  1. Isolationist movement 

  2. Neutrality Acts 

 

 C. The Attack on France 

  1. Ardennes Forest 

  2. Erwin Rommel 

  3. Italy declares war on France 

  4. Vichy France 

  5. Charles de Gaulle 

  6. Free France 

 

 D. The Battle of Britain 

  1.  The Luftwaffe 

  2. Fighting on British Soil 

  3. Britain’s warning system 

  4. The Summer of 1940 

  5. The Battle of Britain 

 

 E. Operation Barbarossa 

  1. Soviet Union and Barbarossa 

  2. Invasion of Russia/USSR 

  3. Soviet Recovery of Germany attacks 

  4. American Lend-Lease 

 

 



 F. Changing Attitudes in America 

  1. Destroyers for Bases 

  2. Atlantic Charter 

 

 G. Holocaust: Roots 

  1. Massacre of Individuals 

  2. Eugenics Movement 

  3. Nuremberg Laws 

  4. Key events of 1938 

 

 I. Final Solution 

  1. Concentration Camps 

  2. Einsatzgruppen 

  3. Deportation 

 

 J. The End of Holocaust 

  1. Death Marches 

  2. Jewish Emigration 

 

 K. The Battle of Stalingrad 

  1. The seizure of Stalingrad 

  2. Operation Uranus 

  3. The Soviet Assault 

 

 L. The Battle of the Atlantic 

  1. Shipping Lanes of the Atlantic 

  2. The Turning Point of 1942 

 

 M. German Retreat in the East 

  1. Operation Citadel 

  2. The Battle of Kursk 



 N. 1944: The War in Italy 

  1. The Soft Underbelly of Europe 

  2. The Italian Campaign 

  3. Operation Husky 

  4. Field Marshal Albert Kesselring 

  5. General Mark Clark 

  

 O. The Second Front in France 

  1. Operation Overlord 

  2. Gold, Juno, Sword, and Utah: Omaha Beach 

  3. Normandy 

 

 P. The Drive on Germany, 1944 

  1. Operation Market-Garden 

  2. The battle of the Bulge 

  3. Bastogne 

  4. The Balkans 

 

 Q. The Yalta Conference: 1945 

  1. Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin 

  2. The division of Germany 

  3. Germany and reparations 

 

 R. Allied Advance in the West 

  1. American-Canadian Assault 

  2. General Patton 

 

 S. Soviet Advances in the East 

  1. Soviet Offenses 

  2. Seizure of Silesia 

  3. Capture of Berlin 

  4. Hitler’s demise 

  5. Germany Surrenders 



Section III 

I. The Asia-Pacific War, 1937-41 

 A. Japan’s Enters WWII 

 B. Japan and China 

 C. Marco Polo Bridge Incident 

 D. Flying Tigers fighter-pilot volunteers.  

A. 1940 

 1. Tripartite Pact 

B. Pearl Harbor 

 1. Admiral Yamamoto Isoroki 

 2. Japan Attacks Pearl Harbor 

C. Offensive in the Far East 

 1. Effects of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor 

 2. Reinforcing of MacArthur’s position 

 3. MacArthur’s decisions 

D. The Fall of Singapore, 1942 

 1.  Causes and Effects 

 2.  Malay Peninsula 

 3. Lieutenant General Arthur Percival 

E. The Loss of the Philippines, 1942 

 1. Causes and Effects 

 2. Death March 

 3. General MacArthur’s Promise to Return 

F. Interment of Japanese Americans 

 1. Executive Order 9066  

 2. Relocation of Japanese-Americans 

 3. Japanese renounce American citizenship 

G. The War in Pacific:  The Allies checks the Axis 

 1. The Turning Point in Pacific 

  a.  Guadalcanal 

  b.  Saipan 

 2. Warfare on Okinawa 

  a.  Iwo Jima 

 3. War ends in Europe 

 4. Harry S. Truman 



H. The Potsdam Conference, 1945 

 1. Big Three Meetings of World War II 

 2. Disarmament and demilitarization of Germany 

 3. Revision of the German-Soviet-Polish borders 

I. The Endgame 

 1. Manhattan Project 

 2.  J. Robert Oppenheimer 

 3. Enola Gay 

 4. Fat Man 

 5. Emperor Hirohito 

 6. Potsdam Declaration 

  a. Dates 

 7. War in the Pacific and Asia Ends.   

  



Section IV 

The Aftermath and Consequences of World War II 

I. The Post-war Trials at Nuremberg & Tokyo 

 a. International Criminal Tribunals 

 b. International Military Tribunal (IMT) 

 c. International Military Tribunal for the Far East (IMTFE) 

 d. 1942 St. James Declaration 

 e. The Nuremberg Tribunal 

  1. Crimes Against Peace 

  2. War Crimes 

  3. Crimes Against Humanity 

 f. Indicting German Political and Military Leaders 

  1. Adolf Hitler 

  2. Tokyo Trials 

II. The Roots of the Cold War in Asia & Europe 

 a. The Cold War 

 b. The Iron Curtain 

 c. Russia’s defensible borders and friendly regimes 

 d. Containment of the Soviet Union 

 e. US demands the Soviet’s withdrawal from Iran 

 f. The Truman Doctrine 

 g. The Marshall Plan 

 h. The Berlin Airlift 

 i. NATO 

 j. NSC-68 

III. The Atomic Age:  Living with the Bomb 

 A. Duck and Cover 

   

 B. Hydrogen Bomb 

  1. H-Bomb 

  2. Code-Name Mike 

  3. The Soviet “Tsar Bomba 

 

 

 



IV. Decolonization in Asia 

V. India 

1. Independence to India 

2. Indian Anti-Colonial Movement 

3. Subhas Chandra Bose 

4. Azad Hind 

5. Indian National Army (INA) 

6. Mohandas Gandhi and Indian National Government 

 VI. Indo-China 

  1. Ho Chi Minh 

  2. Vietnam 

  3. French involvement in Vietnam 

  4. Charles de Gaulle 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


